Model Regulations for a Garden of Remembrance

In the parish of XXXXXX

PCCs will wish to adapt this model to suit their church and any Faculty already granted (e.g. for Memorials other than those provided for below)

1
Rights of Interment

1.1
A parishioner has a right to the burial of his/her cremated remains (‘ashes’) in a churchyard and the remains of non-parishioners can be also be buried there if the Incumbent consents. [The PCC should replace the word Incumbent by Vicar or Rector as required for all occurrences]

1.2
Applications for the interment of ashes must be made to the Incumbent, who will decide the place of interment.

1.3
The names of those whose ashes are interred, together with a record of where they are interred, will be recorded in the Burial Register to be kept in the Church safe.

1.4
A memorial ‘Book of Remembrance’ will be kept in the Church in which entries may be made, subject to the approval of the Incumbent, by a calligrapher approved by the Incumbent.

2
Garden of Remembrance

2.1
Cremated remains may be interred in a family grave but otherwise will be buried in the Garden of Remembrance. 

2.2
The ashes should normally be buried without their container. (At the discretion of the Incumbent, such remains may be buried in a casket or urn, provided it is made of a biodegradable material).

3
Memorials

3.1
[The PCC should choose either] Our Garden of Remembrance is designed as a tranquil space with no permanent markers because the burials are recorded in the Book of Remembrance


[or] No marker may be placed on the burial plot but permission can be sought from the Incumbent to erect a plaque on the Memorial Wall. The Incumbent’s approval is required for the wording, design, dimensions and materials. The PCC secretary will provide a form of application. [The exact wording here will depend on the Faculty approval given to the PCC]

[or] 

[Where a Faculty has been granted for the burial plot to be marked by a tablet] Permission can be sought from the Incumbent to place a tablet, subject to the Incumbent’s approval of the wording, design, dimensions and materials

3.2
Flowers, or good quality artificial flowers, may be placed at the foot of the Memorial Wall but not on the burial plot. Both natural and artificial flowers will deteriorate after periods of time. The PCC may remove flowers of whatever kind and wreaths at their discretion if they judge them to be unsightly and all artificial flowers after two months.

3.3
The fees for the interment of ashes are contained in the current Parochial Fees Order. Those for inscriptions in the Book of Remembrance shall be fixed by the PCC.

